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Meeting & Waterfowl Tour

Become a member and join us for a
guided waterfowl tour and annual
meeting.
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1 WHOOPER : 10O+ SANDHILLS

canandensis

Grus americana& Grus

“Pssst...do you think anyone will notice me??” You can bet on it,
Whooping Crane! This year nine Whoopers have joined more than Saturday, February 5

9000 Sandhill Cranes to winter at Wheeler NWR. For details see 6:30 AM VE.‘, & Observation Bldg.
articles on pages 2 & 3 and be sure to come out to the Visitor Center :

and Observation Building for a viewing spectacular!

Sunrise at the Wildlife Observation
Building
Join us as we celebrate four decades of
wildlife and waterfowl viewing at the
wildlife observation building. This is a
All sorts of exciting events setting a precedent for exploitation pfspecial place, especially at sunrise!
A seemed to be happening befar¢his and any other refuge systenatch in comfort as the Sandhill cranes,
the close of the rathefr currently designated as Ooff limitsQ tgeese, ducks, and other birds and
harrowing year of 2010. One of tHeany man-made degradation in thevildiife gather at the pond and Pelds
biggest was the Wildernesjsquest for untapped energy supplies, Surrounding the building.
designation of the Arctic National
Wwildlife Refuge which is celebrating Considering our insatiable appetiteS@turday, March 12
its 50" birthday. Talk about once for oil and gas and our deplorablell AM & 1 PM, Visitor Center
again creating some controversiadependence on foreign sources,| it _
discussion!  This gigantic, pristinealmost makes sense to jump on thé-O-A.R. (Save Our American
parcel of land has long been soughband wagon and cheer on our giRaptors--South) _ _
after for exploratory oil and gascompanies in their never endingSeveral species or birds of prey including
drilling. quest for new reserves. But at so Bmi'reha;’:’qzs’ thae ZT;’;’: :}iz'r'izgn bg";';
point we have to admit that we ne (%agle, ,wiII be available for the audience
Of course, the Refuge System noto develop, preferably sustainable,, get a close up view of these
only would dread the potentiglfuel alternatives. Oil and gas afepagnibcent birds.
disastrous environmentalfinite commodities and ouUTl pye to the popul-
ramifications (created by theburgeoning populations have |aarity of this pro-
intrusion of man and his equipmentravenous appetite for energy. gram, we will be
and the likelihood of an accident), having two

but worse yet, this decision would bg(SeePRrEz... p. ) presentations.

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER.. Mary Ratliff




From the Refuge ManagerOs Desk... YOUTH BIRDING SVENT
by DW|ght COOIGy Connecting children with nature is|a

recurring theme in today®s

conservation community and a U.S.
52nd WNWR Pipit (2006).  Unfortunately, several Fish and Wildlife Service priority. |
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT species were recorded in numbers welan effort to contribute to that effo
. : | below their 20-year average, includingthe Wheeler Wildlife Refug
I _he Cr;_nstmas Bird Cf)unt had Scanada Goose (489), Northern PintailAssociation, North Alabam
wh er:nggrﬁ)slecz)rr\]/e?t\i/g&gtgellgr% a%cr)ark(zgg)' Lesser Scaup (41), NorthefnBirdwatcherOs Society and Whe
Chapman. posed an ’altern)alltive toBobwhite (1), Horned Grebe (1), andNWR hosted a Youth Birding Eve
the tpraditi(’)ngl Christmas Day Osic eLoggerhead Shrike (). Commohon December 4. We kicked-off t
hunt® where teams com ete)z/d to (,ekoon and Lesser Yellowlegs wergevent at the Visitor Center at 8:
who could shoot the mosE[) birds a;d otable misses. AM with a short presentation
- common birds of the area follow
irggg g@mgﬂf‘iegna?hg;”g%zgaryWeather always plays a role in theby a short visit by OHawkeyeO and
Iocatfons identified and counted a COlIJnt ar}d this year was no excepticnRangIer Dlzlalphne, at;[cerrl]ded by
birds they saw in what is now Below freezing temperatures ar’ldpeop e. All sixteen of the attendeges

— =

. > ~ now flurries before dawn resulted inbetween the ages of 5-12 received
;eicor??:czieéda r?ts c?itthiez eV\:]O_rISSSS ergosz chilly morning. However, by noon the book OFifty Common Birds
g . - . skies cleared and temperaturesCity and TownO containing pictures
conservation effortO. According to . d Abalmve? id d | hi inf i
the National Audubon Society increased to a ObalmyC 4§ mid- | and natural history information
sponsors of the CBC program afternoon. Yet, participants seemed|tdbird species most likely to b
60,753 volunteers from all 50 states enjoy the count judging by their encountered in the area.

. . . “P'remarks and hearty appetites at
?:Veemrglan:g?nS%E\t/rciiml\g?ﬂ:c;’ evening compilation! We then made the short walk to the
Bermuda. the Caribbean. and the. . B _ Wildlife Observation Bu_lldlng_ Wher_
Pacific Islands participateél in 216)Thls yearOs CBC continued towe recorded 29 species, including
individual CBCs during the 110 document a phenomenal increase |irSnow and Canada Geese, Mallards,
Annual Christmas Count period th_e n_umber of Sandhill CranesShovelers, Green-winged Teal,
extending from December 14 2009 Wintering on the Refuge, as well as,Buffleheads, Hooded Mergansers
to January 5, 2010, recording ’almostthe RefugeOs potential importance|tand Kestrels. Seeing a Whoopi
56 million  birds. For more Whooping Cranes from Operatioh Crane among 2500 Sandhill Crares
nformation on thé Christmas Birg Migration.  Little dl_d we know in| had to be the highlight of our one
Count go to http:// 1993, when the first three werghour stay. Many of the group then
w.au dﬁbon org/bird/cbe ’ recorded on the CBC, that Wheelertraveled to Garth Slough by caravan

’ ) ' NWR would become a major Sandhill where we were treated to 600 Whijte
: x Crane wintering site - numbers havePelicans as they flew leisurely by uUs,
:]'2;3 )éﬁa[ggievxq%e;lirsN%lROCIBT%i;It\Iyi-%ncreased dramatically each year withtwo more Whooping Cranes in fligit
five participants récordéd 197 6410 recorded this year.  Likewise,and an immature Bald Eagle.
species, up from 119 species in >0hgVe were elated when three Whoopingended the event at noon along the
and jus:[ shy of the record high of Cranes were found on the 2004_CB Tennessee River near M_ussel Ca_l p.
124 in 2004. Unusual species seenln 2006, they began to winter Our cumulative list of bird specigs
ncluded F\;oss()s Goose (ll‘) regularly here B nine were found thisseen at the Visitor Center/Wildlif
Cackling Goose (8), Blue-wingec year. Who knows what the future Observation Building and alon
Teal (7), Common Merganser @ holds here for these two species. Se&arth Slough was 44 B a succesg by

American White Pelican (83),’ page 3 for Bird Count Summariesany measure.

Merlin (2), Peregrine Falcon (5) from 2001 -2010.
Whooping Crane (9), Barn Owl (1)
Brown-headed Nuthatch (3), Mars
Wren (3), Orange-crowned Warble
(3), Palm Warbler (1), Commorn
Yellowthroat (2), LincolnOs Sparrov

(2), and BrewerOs Blackbird (21 ope your holidays were wonderfuftyouOre makintjew YearOs resolutions
Few species were recorded in recol plaase make one of them to join WWRA--we need you. In the meantime,
high numbers including Sandhill please check the calendar of events and come on out to the refuge at som

Crane (6410), Red-heade{ pointto enjoy the wading birds. The sandhill cranes are wonderful....
Woodpecker (75), and American

(@)

Prez....contOd from page)1 So, letOs not prolong the inevitable. Urge your
U.S. Senators and Representative to protect this amazing coastal plain by
designating it as a Wilderness. For almost 30 years, advocates like us have
managed to stave off the drilling. LetOs make it permanent this time.



http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc

WHOOPERS VISIT FROM WISCONSIN

by Lisa Lehnhoff, WNWR Biological Technicia

heeler NWR has new
arrivals this year,

; : Whooping Cranes froni

WisconsinOs Necedah NWR. Tht

Whoopers, first found on Novembe

28, are being seen consistently frg
the Wildlife Observation Building
These cranes and any others fou
on the Refuge, are part of the East¢
migratory flock of birds establishe
in 2000 in an effort to help secur
and broaden the Whooping Crali
population in eastern North America

The Whooping Crane Easter
Partnership (WCEP) is responsib
for the hatching, rearing, ultraligh
led migration, and tracking o
whooping cranes within the easte
migratory flock. The birds that ar
here were hatched and reared un
the care of WCEP and were then le
by an ultralight flight team for thei
first migration to Florida. After the
first led winter migration flight, the
WCEP lets the birds find their ow
way to an area for the winter. Lik
the birds here at Wheeler NWR, n
all whooping cranes choose to wint
in Florida. Whooping cranes fron
the eastern migratory flock can als
be found in lllinois, Indiana
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Alabamg

The WCEP is comprised of man
partners, including the U.S. Fish an

WHOOPING CRANE
Grus americana

PHoOTO, GEORGE W. PONDER I11

naVildlife Service. Part of our

tidentifies a Whooping Crane, ou
f first task is to learn which bird it is
rrby looking at its leg bands. Th
e WCEP uses a combination of whit
dgreen, and red colors on leg bands
adlentify individual birds. Each bird
will have a leg band on both leg
which is located above the Okne
and on many of the birds a rad
ntransmitter is also attached. Birg

eexample, one of the birds here
nnumber 13-08.
snumber 13 and its hatch year w.
2008. Once we know the bir

to find its radio transmitter
yfrequency. Staff members track th
dwhooping cranes 2 B 3 times a wee

1. responsibility in management an

protection includes radio tracking G
nthe cranes while they are in the are
leVhen Wheeler NWR staff first

While tracking the Whooping
Cranes, general information i
collected. This includes approxima
GPS coordinates, habitat typ
activity of the bird, time of day, ang
if Sandhill Cranes were present. T
information is compiled in to twa
electronic forms. One is an excel fi
created by the WCEP detailin
information they use in creatin

dany time staff members can open t
fshapefile and visual see where t

time. This helps us in plannin

and in water management.
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> Like the Sandhill Cranes, th
tovhooping Cranes can be spook

sproject and the sensitivity of th
e@hooping Cranes to huma

] Wildlife Observation Building. Th

daily in early morning and lat
eafternoon in the corn fields feedin
kwith the sand hill cranes.

management guidelines and tk
second is an ArcView shapefile. A

awhooping Cranes are spending thg

rwhere to plant and leave corn shatr

easily. Due to the importance of th

odisturbance, we do not reveal th
slocations of cranes wintering on th
eare numbered by the WCEP by egdrefuge. We also ask that if you @
pinumber and then by hatch year. Fosee them on the Refuge, please gjve
sthem a wide berth B harassment
It was collected eggcarries stiff penalties! The best place
ag0 safely view the birds is at our

—t
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g
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1. number, we can then look on a tablevhooping cranes are seen almost

Summary of WNWR Christmas

Bird Counts, 2001 - 2010

YEAR SPECIES INDIVIDUALS OBSERVERS
2001 114 103,787 30
2002 121 90,349 33
2003 122 64,786 36
2004 124 132,887 41
2005 119 212,532 36
2006 122 61,317 39
2007 117 56,591 31
2008 118 116,821 31
2009 119 133,841 30
2010 122 128,145 35

Scenes around the refuge
Photos courtesy George W. Ponder
Beaux Point Photograp  hy, http:/

www.pbase.com/beauxpoint/
wheelerrefuge

VISIT OUR WEBSITES!

Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge
http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association
http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.org/
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

If you have not renewed your membership for 2011, please show your
support by sending in your tax deductible renewal donation or give a loved
one or friend the gift of membership!. We really need your support!

Hooded Merganser
Photo courtesy George W. Ponder Il

National Wildlife Refuge
Associations are independent
non-probt organizations whose
mission is to conserve AmericaOs
wildlife heritage for future
generations through strategic
programs that protect, enhance,
and expand the National Wildlife
Refuge System and the
landscapes beyond its
boundaries that secure its
ecological integrity.
WonOt you please join us?

P.O. Box 239

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

FRIEND OF WHEELER NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Name:

Address:

City, State & ZIP:

Individual: $20

Family: $25
Lifetime: $250

Benefactor: $500
Patron: $1,000

Please mail your tax deductible membership renewal
to:
WWRA
P.O. Box 239
Decatur, AL 35603

WHEELER WILDLIFE WATCH
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association

Decatur, Alabama 35603




